
LEADERSHIP AS TAUGHT IN THE BIBLE 
FOCUS 32; STEWARDSHIP 

#1 STEWARDSHIP and The Principle  
Read Matthew 25:14-30 
14 "Again, it will be like a man going on a 
journey, who called his servants and entrusted 
his property to them. 15 To one he gave five 
talents of money, to another two talents, and to 
another one talent, each according to his ability. 
Then he went on his journey. 16 The man who 
had received the five talents went at once and 
put his money to work and gained five more. 17 
So also, the one with the two talents gained two 
more. 18 But the man who had received the one 
talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid 
his master's money. 19 "After a long time the 
master of those servants returned and settled 
accounts with them. 20 The man who had 
received the five talents brought the other five. 
`Master,' he said, `you entrusted me with five 
talents. See, I have gained five more. 21 "His 
master replied, `Well done, good and faithful 
servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. 
Come and share your master's happiness!' 22 "The 
man with the two talents also came. `Master,' he 
said, `you entrusted me with two talents; see, I 
have gained two more.' 23 "His master replied, 
`Well done, good and faithful servant! You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in 
charge of many things. Come and share your 
master's happiness!' 24 "Then the man who had 
received the one talent came. `Master,' he said, 
`I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting 
where you have not sown and gathering where 
you have not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid 
and went out and hid your talent in the ground. 
See, here is what belongs to you.' 26 "His master 
replied, `You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew 
that I harvest where I have not sown and gather 
where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, 
you should have put my money on deposit with 
the bankers, so that when I returned I would 
have received it back with interest. 28 " `Take 
the talent from him and give it to the one who 
has the ten talents. 29 For everyone who has will 
be given more, and he will have an abundance. 
Whoever does not have, even what he has will be 
taken from him. 30 And throw that worthless 
servant outside, into the darkness, where there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 
       

#2 STEWARDSHIP and Who God Is 
Read Psalm 104:1-35 
1 Praise the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, 
you are very great; you are clothed with 
splendor and majesty. 2 He wraps himself in light 
as with a garment; he stretches out the heavens 
like a tent 3 and lays the beams of his upper 
chambers on their waters. He makes the clouds 
his chariot and rides on the wings of the wind. 4 
He makes winds his messengers, flames of fire 
his servants. 5 He set the earth on its 
foundations; it can never be moved. 6 You 
covered it with the deep as with a garment; the 
waters stood above the mountains. 7 But at your 
rebuke the waters fled, at the sound of your 
thunder they took to flight; 8 they flowed over 
the mountains, they went down into the valleys, 
to the place you assigned for them. 9 You set a 
boundary they cannot cross; never again will 
they cover the earth. 10 He makes springs pour 
water into the ravines;    it flows between the 
mountains. 11 They give water to all the beasts of 
the field; the wild donkeys quench their thirst. 12 
The birds of the air nest by the waters; they sing 
among the branches. 13 He waters the mountains 
from his upper chambers; the earth is satisfied 
by the fruit of his work. 14 He makes grass grow 
for the cattle, and plants for man to cultivate-- 
bringing forth food from the earth: 15 wine that 
gladdens the heart of man, oil to make his face 
shine, and bread that sustains his heart. 16 The 
trees of the LORD are well watered, the cedars 
of Lebanon that he planted. There the birds 
make their nests; the stork has its home in the 
pine trees. 18 The high mountains belong to the 
wild goats; the crags are a refuge for the coneys. 
19 The moon marks off the seasons, and the sun 
knows when to go down. 20 You bring darkness, it 
becomes night, and all the beasts of the forest 
prowl. 21 The lions roar for their prey and seek 
their food from God. 22 The sun rises, and they 
steal away; they return and lie down in their 
dens. 23 Then man goes out to his work, to his 
labor until evening. 24 How many are your works, 
O LORD! In wisdom you made them all; the earth 
is full of your creatures. 25 There is the sea, vast 
and spacious, teeming with creatures beyond 
number-- living things both large and small. 26 
There the ships go to and fro, and the leviathan, 
which you formed to frolic there. 27 These all 
look to you to give them their food at the proper 
time. 28 When you give it to them, they gather it 
up; when you open your hand, they are satisfied 
with good things. 29 When you hide your face, 
they are terrified; when you take away their 
breath, they die and return to the dust. 30 When 
you send your Spirit,     they are created, and 
you renew the face of the earth. 31 May the glory 
of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD 



rejoice in his works-- 32 he who looks at the 
earth, and it trembles, who touches the 
mountains, and they smoke. 33 I will sing to the 
LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God as 
long as I live. 34 May my meditation be pleasing 
to him, as I rejoice in the LORD. 35 But may 
sinners vanish from the earth and the wicked be 
no more.   Praise the LORD, O my soul. Praise the 
LORD.       

#3 STEWARDSHIP and Who I Am 
Read Genesis 1:28-30 
28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be 
fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth 
and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and 
the birds of the air and over every living 
creature that moves on the ground." 29 Then God 
said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the 
face of the whole earth and every tree that has 
fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 
30  And to all the beasts of the earth and all the 
birds of the air and all the creatures that move 
on the ground--everything that has the breath of 
life in it--I give every green plant for food." And 
it was so. 

#4 STEWARDSHIP and How They Work 
Read Luke 16:1-9 
:1 Jesus told his disciples: "There was a rich man 
whose manager was accused of wasting his 
possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, 
`What is this I hear about you? Give an account 
of your management, because you cannot be 
manager any longer. 3 "The manager said to 
himself, `What shall I do now? My master is 
taking away my job. I'm not strong enough to 
dig, and I'm ashamed to beg-- 4 I know what I'll 
do so that, when I lose my job here, people will 
welcome me into their houses. 5 "So he called in 
each one of his master's debtors. He asked the 
first, `How much do you owe my master?' 6 " 
`Eight hundred gallons of olive oil,' he replied. 
"The manager told him, `Take your bill, sit down 
quickly, and make it four hundred.' 7 "Then he 
asked the second, `And how much do you owe?' " 
`A thousand bushels of wheat,' he replied. "He 
told him, `Take your bill and make it eight 
hundred.' 8 "The master commended the 
dishonest manager because he had acted 
shrewdly. For the people of this world are more 
shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are 
the people of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly 
wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that 
when it is gone, you will be welcomed into 
eternal dwellings. 

#5 STEWARDSHIP and What I Do 
Read Genesis 39:1-41:57 
1 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. 
Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh's 
officials, the captain of the guard, bought him 
from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there. 2 
The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, 
and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. 
3 When his master saw that the LORD was with 
him and that the LORD gave him success in 
everything he did, 4 Joseph found favor in his 
eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him 
in charge of his household, and he entrusted to 
his care everything he owned. 5 From the time 
he put him in charge of his household and of all 
that he owned, the LORD blessed the household 
of the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing 
of the LORD was on everything Potiphar had, 
both in the house and in the field. 6 So he left in 
Joseph's care everything he had; with Joseph in 
charge, he did not concern himself with anything 
except the food he ate. Now Joseph was well-
built and handsome, 7 and after a while his 
master's wife took notice of Joseph and said, 
"Come to bed with me!" 8 But he refused. "With 
me in charge," he told her, "my master does not 
concern himself with anything in the house; 
everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. 
9 No one is greater in this house than I am. My 
master has withheld nothing from me except 
you, because you are his wife. How then could I 
do such a wicked thing and sin against God?" 10 
And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he 
refused to go to bed with her or even be with 
her. 11 One day he went into the house to attend 
to his duties, and none of the household servants 
was inside. 12 She caught him by his cloak and 
said, "Come to bed with me!" But he left his 
cloak in her hand and ran out of the house. 13 
When she saw that he had left his cloak in her 
hand and had run out of the house, 14 she called 
her household servants. "Look," she said to them, 
"this Hebrew has been brought to us to make 
sport of us! He came in here to sleep with me, 
but I screamed. 15 When he heard me scream for 
help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of 
the house." 16 She kept his cloak beside her until 
his master came home. 17 Then she told him this 
story: "That Hebrew slave you brought us came 
to me to make sport of me. 18 But as soon as I 
screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me 
and ran out of the house." 


